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Intro Research Summary 
 

 

GOALS 

Research and identify the correct mother of Mary Ann Moralee, assumed to be named Mary 

Bell. Evaluate the available records and determine a course of further research. 

 

PROGRESS 

A quick review of the information about the Mary Ann Moralee/George Reay family on FamilyTree seemed to confirm the client’s concerns that the mother of Mary Ann Moralee 
has been incorrectly identified. It seems unlikely that Miles Moralee from the county of 

Northumberland would have married a woman 22 years his senior who was born in the 

London area. It seems equally unlikely that his wife was a 14 year-old young woman from 

the London area who crossed the country to marry him in 1804. Preliminary research, 

therefore, focused on identifying the family in known records and moving backward in 

time. 

 

The George Reay family was first found in the 1861, 1851, and 1841 Censuses, living in All 

Saints Parish, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Northumberland, England.1 George worked as a 

sawyer (making boards to be used in construction), and he and his children were all born 

in the county of Northumberland. His wife, Mary, however, was not. The 1841 Census did 

not record the place of birth, but rather whether the person was born in the county where they lived at the time the census was taken. On the 85  Census, Mary’s birthplace was 
listed as Sussex, and on the 1861 Census, as Kent, Sussex – which is impossible, since both 

are counties in the south of England. FamilyTree states that she was born in Battle, Sussex, 

England. None of the three census records show the Reay family living in the Moralee 

household. 

                                                 
1 1861 England Census, All Saints, Newcastle, Northumberland, England, Schedule no. 32, George 

Reay household, http://ancestry.com, subscription database, accessed June 2014. DOCUMENT 1. 

1851 England Census, All Saints, Newcastle, Northumberland, England, Schedule no. 116, George 

Reay household, http://ancestry.com, subscription database, accessed June 2014. DOCUMENT 2. 

1841 England Census, All Saints, Tindale (West Division), Northumberland, England, George Reay 

household, http://ancestry.com, subscription database, accessed June 2014. DOCUMENT 3. 
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The 1841 Census in All Saints, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Northumberland, did have an entry 

for the Miles Moralee household whose wife and children match those in FamilyTree.2 The 

1841 Census did not list family relationships, and ages for those over 15 were rounded 

down to the nearest 5 years, so that census is not as helpful as later censuses are. The 

family lived at [The] Swirle, a very short street near the docks on the north side of the River 

Tyne. Miles Moralee, age 55, was a shoem[aker], born in the county of Northumberland. 

Mary Moralee, also age 55, was born in Northumberland as well. Jane, age 20; John, age 15; 

Margaret, age 15; and William, age 14, rounded out the household, and were all born in 

Northumberland.  

 

The client included a recollection by Miles Reay about his Moralee grandparents living in a 

castle. His own family was apparently banished to the far rooms of the castle after his 

parents joined the LDS Church in 1852. However, this family story does not seem to 

coincide with the information from the census records. The George Reay family was listed 

living at Chatham Place in both the 1851 and 1861 Censuses, and on Franklin Road in the 

1841 Census and none of these listings were in the household of or neighbors to a Moralee 

family. It therefore appears possible that the Reay family may have been separated from Mary Ann’s parents long before their 1852 LDS baptisms. 

1841 England Census, Miles Moralee household. DOCUMENT 4 

 Miles Reay also recalled that his mother was cut out of her father’s will in 85 . Again, this 
is before the Reays joined the church. There is a reference to the will of Miles Moralee 

which was proved 3 November [1853] after his death on 6 March 1853 at Newcastle-upon-

Tyne in the National Probate Calendar.3 This Miles was a cordwainer (shoemaker), so this 

is almost certainly the same man seen above in the 1841 Census. Two of his sons, John and 

William Henry Moralee, were appointed executors. FamlyTree lists both of those sons’ 
names. Miles Moralee’s personal effects were worth under  pounds, this Miles Moralee 

was likely not the owner of a large castle, or from a wealthy family. 

                                                 
2 1841 England Census, All Saints, Tindale (West Division), Northumberland, England, Miles Morales 

[Miles Moralee] household, http://ancestry.com, subscription database, accessed June 2014. DOCUMENT 4. 

3 England & Wales, National Probate Calendar (Index of Wills and Administrations), 1858-1966, will of 

Miles Moralee, died 6 March 1853, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, England, http://ancestry.com, subscription 

database, accessed June 2014. DOCUMENT 5. 
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This is borne out by a description of The Swirle in an online article about the Eastern 

Suburbs of Newcastle-upon-Tyne.4 These lanes are in general dark, narrow, ill paved, and 
noisome; and if the people who inhabit them preserve their health, they owe it more to the 

strength of their constitution, the nature of their employment, or the regularity of their 

living, than to the healthiness of their dwelling.  Drawings from the late 1800s of the Swirle 

reveal that while it appeared to provide better living conditions than neighboring Sandgate, 

it was a far cry from anything wealthy or that could be called a castle .5 Google Maps 

shows the location of The Swirle, near the present-day Gateshead Millenium Bridge.6 

 

The Swirle, about 1890. DOCUMENT 5 

 

All of these discrepancies between FamilyTree, family stories, and factual records begin to 

call into question the identity of not only the mother of Mary Ann Moralee, but also her 

father as well. It seems quite a stretch that if a well-to-do Mary Ann was born in Sussex, her 

father would be a shoemaker born in Northumberland and living on a small 

Northumberland side street later in his life.  

 

There is much, then, to sort out in matching the memories of family members to existing 

church and government records. We recommend beginning with what is conclusively 

known about the George Reay family and building the case of his wife’s origins from there. 
 

                                                 
4 The Eastern Suburbs, http://www.british-

history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=43338&strquery=Swirle, accessed June 2014. DOCUMENT 6a-b. 

5 Birth place of Mary Ellen Dinning, 

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~tynesidehistory/sandgate.html, accessed June 2014. 

DOCUMENT 7. 

6 Map of The Swirle, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, United Kingdom, http://google.com, accessed June 2014. 

DOCUMENT 8. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

1. Obtain a copy of the 1827/1828 marriage record for George Luke Reay and Mary Ann 

Moralee in Newcastle-upon-Tyne to see if it contains any additional clues to Mary Ann’s 
origins. 

2. Find a copy of the original christening record of Mary Ann Morilee, born 24 November 

1808 in Battle, Sussex, England, according to FamilyTree. Search the church records for 

other Moralee baptism and marriage records to put together a picture of the whole 

family. 

3. Look for other men with the name of Miles Moralee in both Northumberland and Sussex 

to rule out whether Mary Ann might have belonged to a different family. 

4. If it is determined that the shoemaker is the correct father, pursue his wife’s origins 

further. Since no match for Miles Moralee appeared in the census index for 1851, it will be necessary to look for the family’s entry page by page to see if their name was just 
mis-indexed. The 1851 Census usually lists the parish of birth for each person, and if 

Mary Bell Moralee was still living, the census may contain a vital clue to her actual age 

and origin. 

5. There is a marriage referenced by FamilyTree for Miles Morilee and Mary Bell in 1804 

in Bishopwearmouth, Durham, England, which is the county just south of 

Northumberland.7 Obtain a copy of the original record to see if it contains further 

information about the groom or the bride. 

6. Legacy Tree Genealogy has contacts throughout England, including Newcastle-upon-

Tyne itself, who would be able to track down additional records onsite, if needed. 

JSK/ejc 

©2014 Legacy Tree Genealogy 

http://legacytree.com  

                                                 
7 England Marriages, 1538-1973, marriage of Miles Moralee and Mary Bell, 10 Aug 1804, 

Bishopwearmouth, Durham, England, http://familysearch.org, accessed June 2014. DOCUMENT 9. 
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http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=43338&strquery=Swirle 

Newcastle 

THE EASTERN SUBURBS. 
This division includes great part of the population of Newcastle, and consists of Sandgate, 
Sandgate New-road, North Shore, Ballast Hills, Low Glass-houses, Ouseburn, &c. 

Sandgate has evidently had its name from its situation on the sand by the river's side. In Speed's 
Plan of Newcastle, dated 1610, no buildings occur on the scite of this street; yet there are deeds 
of property in Sandgate as early as the years 1485 and 1487. Grey says that the suburbs of 
Sandgate escaped the fury of the civil wars, except some houses near the walls of the town. 
However, we find in Rushworth, that in January, 1644, the Marquis of Newcastle, "for the better 
guard of the town" against the Scots, "set the Sandgate, a street without the walls, on fire, which 
continued burning all Sunday and Monday." 

Sandgate is a very narrow and crowded street, though recently much improved by new erections, 
and the opening of numerous shops for the sale of the most necessary articles of life. It is more 
crowded with inhabitants than any other part, either within or without the walls of Newcastle, 
containing many thousand inhabitants. They are mostly those who are employed in the keels or 
lighters, or in ships engaged in the coal-trade, and are undoubtedly as hardy and laborious a class 
of men as any in his majesty's dominions. This street has justly been styled the Wapping of 
Newcastle, which it resembles in the great number of ale-houses, the whim and extravagance of 
the seamen who visit them, and the volubility of tongue for which the women are distinguished. 
A number of lanes run from the street on the south down to the river, and on the north, by a very 
steep ascent, up to Sandgate New-road.8 These lanes are in general dark, narrow, ill paved, and 
noisome; and if the people who inhabit them preserve their health, they owe it more to the 
strength of their constitution, the nature of their employment, or the regularity of their living, 
than to the healthiness of their dwelling. 

On entering Sandgate from the Quayside, there is a large area on the left, called the Milk Market, 
where great quantities of that necessary of life are daily sold. This market is mentioned in the 
common council books in 1717. On the west side, there are slaughter-houses and beef-shops, for 
the convenience of the shipping. The townwall adjoining was every Saturday covered with old 
clothes, shoes, boots, &c. exposed for sale; but this wall, which was very high and strong, is now 
pulled down, and butchers' shops and warehouses erected where it stood. The road has thus been 
rendered more commodious, and the whole has an improved appearance. The old clothes market 
is at present held in the street, where also great numbers of reapers are hired every Sunday during 
harvest. 

Sandgate is divided near the middle by a runner of water, called in former times the Swirle, at 
present, by corruption, the Squirrel. This was anciently the bounds of Newcastle. The 

                                                 
 

DOCUMENT 6a 

http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=43338&strquery=Swirle
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continuation of the street beyond this is called St. Ann's Street, from the neighbouring chapel. 
Proceeding eastward is a ropery upon a ballast-hill, which is said to have been the first ballast-
shore without the town of Newcastle; for which purpose, and that of erecting lime-kilns upon it, 
it appears to have been purchased by the mayor and burgesses of the lord of the manor of Byker. 
The ballast was carried on women's heads out of the small vessels that came for coals. On the 
south side of this hill there is a pleasant walk, from which is a prospect of the river, and of great 
part of the town and neighbourhood. 

 

Footnotes  

1 These lanes or openings are very numerous, and their names are frequently changed. There 
was a "Thorp's Chare," alias "Dent's Chare," in the time of the civil wars. "Errington's, alias 
Maughan's Chare," occurs in 1666. "Pearson's Chare" is mentioned in the reign of queen 
Anne; and "Foxton's Chare" occurs in 1720. The following are their number and present 
names. On the south side of Sandgate, beginning at the west end:—1. The Folly. 2. Folly 
Lane. 3. Pothouse Entry. 4. Flag Entry. 5. Petrie's Entry. 6. The Joiner's Chare. 7. Mills' 
Entry. 8. Malcolm's Chare. 9. Golden Anchor Entry. 10. Bell's Entry. 11. Tyne Brewery. 12. 
The Pinmaker's Entry. 13. Fiddle Lane (Hunter's Lane). 14. The Swirle. 15. Baird's Entry. 
16. Nimmo's Entry, so called from Nimmo, an Antiburgher minister, who had property 
here. 17. Hoggan's Entry. 18. Benson's Entry. 19. Clarke's Entry. 20. Giles' Entry. 21. 
Common Chare. 22. Bruce's Entry. 23. Wide Open. 24. Ropery Stairs.—On the north side 
of Sandgate, from the west end:—1. Eddy's Entry. 2. Sellers' Entry (formerly the Meeting 
Entry). 3. The Mill Entry, so called from a steam flour-mill, which is supplied with water 
by carts. 4. Stiron's Entry. (Jacob's Well). 5. Cook's Entry. 6. The Sweepers' Entry. 7. 
Simpson's Entry. 8. Gibson's Entry. 9. Henderson's Entry. 10. Ure's Entry. 11. The Weavers' 
Entry. 12. Weams' Entry. 13. Cox's Lane. 14. Young's Entry. 15. Somerville's Entry, 
sometimes called Ebenezer Entry, also the Meeting House Entry. 16. The Wood Entry. 17. 
The White Bear Entry (no thoroughfare). 18. The Tinman's Entry (no thoroughfare). 
It would be a great convenience to the public to have the names of the numerous chares and 
lanes painted on the walls, or direction-boards put up, similar to those on the Quayside. 
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